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~This joint statement is del:vered by the Human nghts House Foundatlon on behalf of Jomt NGOsV
coalition, composed as followmg :

ARTICLE 19, Assomat]on UMDPL, Belarus1an Human RJghts House {on. behalf of Belarus, Wateh -
ByWatch, Belarusian Association of Journalists, Belarusian Helsinki Committes, Belarusian PEN Centre,
~City Public Association “Cenitar Supolnasc”, Human Rights Centre “Viasna®), Belgrade Centre for Human
“Rights, Center for Civil Liberties (Ukraine), Freedom Now, Georgian Centre for Psychosocial and Medical
~ Rehabilitation of Torture Victims-GCRT, Health and Human Rights Irifo (Norway), Helsinky Foudation
for Human R1ghts (HFHR), Human Righis Housé Zagreb (on behalf of APEO/UPIM Assomatlon for
Promotmn of Equial Opportunities for People with Disabilities, Be aware- be emancipated B.a.B'e. ), CMS -

7 Centre for Peace Studies, Documenta - Centre for Deahng with the Past, GOLIP - Civic Commitiee for
Human Rights, Svitanje - Association for Protection and Promotion: of Mental Health), Index on
Censorship, International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), No Borders Prolect "Social Action Centre" .
(Ukraine), Rafto Foundation for Human .Rights, Ukrainian I-Ielsmk1 Human Rights Unlon World
. Orgamsatlon Agamst Torture (OMCT) : ‘

Azerbaij an_1 NGOS endorsmg this statement 'have not been i'n'olu_'ded for security reasons, -

i .
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“Thank you, Mr Chairperson,

The European Games are almost over in Baku, as part ofAzerbaljan § glamorous promotlon. At the
samie time, the repression reached an unprecedented level and leadmg human nghts defendel 'Sy
Journallsts and activists are detamed :
‘Dlsregardmg protectlons under domestic or inter natlona] Iaw, the authorltlcs in Azerbaqan have .
mdeed arrested:
- ¢ Key journalists, such as Khad:]a Ismayllova and Rauf erkadlrov, , '
" o Political opposition leaders such as Ilgar Mammadov, Tofiq Yaqublu or Yachgar Sadlqh,
*  Youth activists such as Omar Mammadoyv and other NIDA movement actwnsts,
e Leadmg human rights defenders. Leyla and Anf Yunus' s Rasu] Jafarov Anar Mammadh,
" Hilal Mammadoy; -
¢ The best-known human rights lawyer in the country, Intigam Aliyev, has recently been
' sentenced 0 7.5 years 1mp1 isonment, :

We are partlcularly concerned about {fe health conditions of Integam A]yev, Ley]a Yunus and Arif

Yunus, which require immediate medical attention. As.a matter of basic humanitarian principles,

Azerbaijan should stop denymg medical care to those leading civil society figures in detention, and .
“ensure that they are recewmg completc and neoessary treatment for all medical concerns,’

1See also: http:/ Zhumanrightsho use.org[Afticles[ZO% 2html.
2 See also: ht;‘gp: / [humanrightsbouse.oi‘ggAr_ticlesz-ZQ?U 6.himl
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. Central o the 'government’s strategy to suppress criticism is the employment of politically-motivated - .-
. criminal prosecutions and detentions, The scops of the individuals being fargeted, including .
- internationally-known and respected HRDs; and the seriousness of the charges and length of prisont
© senitences that are being imposed against them, set the current crackdown apart from past repression. .

hree strategies to silence, pllmshand to imprison its critics:

Azerbaijan uses ¢ , puhish aind to mprison its el
' iorities rely on f‘pblitically-rﬁbtiyate'd_c-hzii'g,és,f’ such as inciting hatred, mass - -

-and treason;. - i
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